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The history reveals that universities are configured and operated in different 

modes according to different arrangements - historical, cultural and socioeconomic - in 

which they are inserted. Since its emergence in Europe, between the eleventh and the 

twelfth centuries until the nineteenth century, the university fulfills its social function to 

produce, disseminate and preserve knowledge, characterized as an institutional agent of 

knowledge transmission. 

Nevertheless, at the end of the twentieth century, the globalization; the condition 

of a more open and competitive society; the rapid expansion of knowledge; the 

exponential technological advancement and the social demand for a more active 

position of universities in the process of economic and social development, revealed 

challenges which required changes in the academic institutions.  

This is the context where the collaboration with the economy emerges as a third 

core mission of the university. Being added to the teaching and the research, the term 

"entrepreneurial university" (Etzkowitz; LEYDESDORF, 2000), also referred by some 

authors as "innovative university" as explain Teixeira et al (2006), reaches the second 

academic revolution, still in process contemporaneously. 

For Clark (2003), the entrepreneurial university is an "active institution that 

modifies itself in its configuration and in its responses to the internal and the external 

demands of the society." Its emergence comes at a time when scientific knowledge is 

considered one of the pillars that support industrial development, judged by some as the 

most important input in the generation of economic development. In this historical 

process, innovation appears as a central element, a proficuous strategy, resulted from 

the interaction between universities and industry: a link between knowledge and 

production. 



 

1.1.  The Brazilian Overview and the Partnership Between the University 

and the National Agency:  

The business environment in Brazil is still insufficiently favorable to the 

emergence and expansion of entrepreneurial initiatives and even to the survival of 

existing businesses. The picture is even more adverse for small businesses, focused on 

new technologies, new management methods and new markets. This situation is the 

result of several issues, ranging from the more generic; as the structuring of the 

Brazilian economy, until the most specific; such as the difficult access to venture 

capital, or to qualified professionals. 

Situated in this socio-historical, economic and cultural arrangement, the Strategic 

Direction of the National Sebrae - the public agency responsible to support the 

entrepreneur and the small business owner throughout Brazil -, pointed to the necessity 

of partnerships between institutions committed to the strengthening of small businesses. 

Therefore, it was observed that the environment of university incubators would be 

a significant locus of innovation and generation of new ventures. So on October 30, 

2008, the Genesis Institute of PUC-Rio - which have, since its inception 16 years ago, 

generated over 138 new businesses - and Sebrae signed the agreement of Technical and 

Financial Cooperation, entitled "Development of Entrepreneurs and their Businesses in 

the State of Rio de Janeiro". 

A structure composed by a sensitization seminar was methodologically conceived, 

proposed in order to instigate potential students and interested general public. The 

seminar was followed by the realization of three meetings of four hours, consisting in 

three themes: Entrepreneurial Attitude, Innovation & Market and Business Plan. The 

attendance was based in a requirement for postulants to individual consultants. Only in 

July 2009 the course "Inove Business & Careers", conceived by Genesis Institute, was 



formally initiated considering the processing of documents and funds from the entities 

involved (Sebrae, Sebrae / RJ, PUC-Rio and affiliated universities). 

1.2.  Methodology: 

From the methodological and theoretical perspective, the article was written under 

the linear analytical structural aegis (Yin, 2001), for its explanatory, descriptive and 

exploratory purpose, vis-à-vis the available sources of evidence - documents, records, 

processes and actions taken and interviews with students, teachers and coordinators of 

the project. This approach is applied to the nature of the proposed objectives which are 

approximated to the design of Sulbrandt (1993) regarding the evaluation of formative 

processes of political and institutional programs. 

1.3.  The Development of the Program: Inove Business & Careers: 

The lectures of the course presented an introduction to entrepreneurship as a way 

of preparing the students for the business world, giving them an idea about the 

difficulties faced by entrepreneurs when running their innovative ventures. Such events 

were structured as brief statement of the course and its three modules.  

At the beginning, most participants were students from PUC-Rio, friends of 

students or people living around its campus, in Gávea. But gradually, the profile of the 

interested people was changing, attracting students from other educational institutions, 

particularly private universities in the city of Rio de Janeiro.  

As for PUC-Rio, considering the institutional context in which the Genesis 

Institute is the organism responsible for entrepreneurship actions at the University, it 

can be observed that the methodology used in the Inove was replicated and implemented 



 

at a Public Programme of Qualification, called Rio Criativo
3
 - orchestrated by the 

Genesis Institute in partnership with the Secretary of State for Culture, from September 

2010 to January 2011, aimed at the entrepreneurs from the cultural sector, benefiting 

nearly 3,000 people. 

1.4. The Results:  

The expected results of the program were: to increase the scope of services of 

incubators and Sebrae in the State; to support the reduction of the mortality rate of 

businesses; to encourage the increasing number of innovative enterprises; to consolidate 

innovative entrepreneurial culture; to have planning practice as a tool to support the 

success of projects in the regions assisted, and to structure a model of appropriate 

attendance to the reality of Rio de Janeiro. The quantitative targets have been 

successfully fulfilled. Throughout the program, those targets are also required from the 

partner universities and consolidated by Genesis Institute. 

A monitoring survey was performed with students in December 2011, being 

answered by about 10% of the universe of beneficiaries (around 300 people), this time 

considering the general register of Inove, which includes data from other universities 

associated with the program. It is relevant to note that 11% of this sample had opened 

formal ventures after having completed the course. The data collected showed that the 

content developed and the teachers chosen are the key strength of the program. 

However, the good results reveal the program's impact in the life of the students: 98% 
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of them measured that Inove has helped their professional or personal life, although 

these statements do not respond for the aforementioned dilemma.  

The strategy of offering basic and advanced courses targeted to specific 

economy sectors has proved promising. Therefore, Genesis Institute and National 

Sebrae have introduced new Agreement, in 2013, which has been implementing in order 

to deploy new formats of learning processes associated with the formats that have been 

developed for successful form second assessment involved. Thus, new Inoves have been 

promoted, including sectoral versions (social, smart territories, creative etc.), as well as 

other formative of "team entrepreneurship team" - from a partnership with 

Tiimiakatemia Finland - and discipline "Trajectory Entrepreneurial Life" and "Behavior 

and Attitude Empreededor". 

Anyway, it can be affirmed that Innovate - the period covered here, promoted 

the enhancement of entrepreneurial skills for youth and adults, future entrepreneurs or 

already active in the market. And some do not have to register their CNPJ (Brazilian 

Certificate of Legal Person) already done, the motivation to realize their dreams and 

their relation to the subject will never be the same. 

 

Bibliographic References: 

ETZKOWITZ, H. Hélice tríplice: universidade-indústria-governo: inovação em 

movimento. Porto Alegre: EDIPUCRS, 2009. 

ETZKOWITZ, H. (1998, December). The entrepreneurial university and the emergence 

of the democratic corporatism. In H. Etzkowitz (Org.). The norms of entrepreneurial 

science: cognitive effects of the new university-industry linkages. Research Policy, 

27(8), 823-833. 

FERREIRA, Gabriela Cardozo; SORIA, Alessandra Freitas and  CLOSS, Lisiane. 

Gestão da interação Universidade-Empresa: o caso PUCRS. Soc. estado. [online]. 2012, 



 

vol.27, n.1, pp. 79-94. ISSN 0102-6992.  http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/S0102-

69922012000100006. 

IPIRANGA, Ana Sílvia Rocha; FREITAS, Ana Augusta Ferreira de  and  PAIVA, 

Thiago Alves. O empreendedorismo acadêmico no contexto da interação Universidade - 

Empresa - Governo.Cad. EBAPE.BR [online]. 2010, vol.8, n.4, pp. 676-693. ISSN 

1679-3951.  http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/S1679-39512010000400008. 

MANCE, Euclides André. A Universidade em Questão - o conhecimento como 

mediação da cidadania e como instrumento do capital. IFIL,  fevereiro de 1999. 

Disponível em http://www.solidarius.com.br/mance/biblioteca/universidade.htm - 

Acesso em 17/08/2012 Às 15:04. 

PLONSKI, G. A. "Cooperação universidade-empresa: um desafio gerencial 

complexo". Revista de Administração, v. 34, n. 4, 1999, p. 5-12. 

SEBRAE - Serviço Brasileiro de Apoio ás Micro e Pequenas Empresas. Incubadora de 

empresas. Disponível em <http://www.sebrae.com.br/customizado/inovação/ações-

sebrae/incubadora-deempresas/integra_bia?ident_único=635> Acesso em 13 abr. 2009. 

ZARDO, J. B. G.; MELLO, Ruth E S de. Cultura como vetor de desenvolvimento 

local. In: Estudo da cadeia produtiva do audiovisual do estado do Espírito Santo – 

relatório de pesquisa. Instituto Gênesis da PUC-Rio, Secretaria de Estado de Cultura do 

ES / Serviço Brasileiro de Apoio às Micro e Pequenas Empresas. Zardo, Julia (Org.). 

Vitória. Instituto Gênesis da PUC-Rio&SECULT/ES&SEBRAE/ES, 2009. 248 p. 

Disponível em <http://issuu.com/institutogenesis/docs/audiovisual_capixaba-pdf>, 

acesso em 31 de maio de 2011. 

ZARDO, Julia B. G.; MELLO, Ruth E. S.  Rio Criativo: caso da Incubadora de 

Empreendimentos da Economia Criativa do Estado do Rio de Janeiro. Junho de 2011. 

Disponível <genesis.puc-

rio.br/services/DocumentManagement/FileDownload.EZTSvc.asp?DocumentID={A3FFD563-B2B2-40DE-8670-

1FA51119EFA4}&ServiceInstUID={CC9C5A84-FF18-4107-8C61-52D130D4B44E}>, acesso em 31 de 

dezembro de 2011. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/S0102-69922012000100006
http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/S0102-69922012000100006
http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/S1679-39512010000400008
http://www.solidarius.com.br/mance/biblioteca/universidade.htm%20-%20Acesso%20em%2017/08/2012%20Às%2015:04
http://www.solidarius.com.br/mance/biblioteca/universidade.htm%20-%20Acesso%20em%2017/08/2012%20Às%2015:04
http://issuu.com/institutogenesis/docs/audiovisual_capixaba-pdf


ZARDO, Julia B. G.; LEWIS, Erica; MELLO, Ruth E. S.  Análise da construção de 

uma rede de empreendedores criativos no Rio de Janeiro/Brasil, a partir da 

implementação de um projeto de incubadoras de empreendimentos criativos. Agosto de 

2010. Disponível em < 

genesis.pucrio.br/services/DocumentManagement/FileDownload.EZTSvc.asp?DocumentID={238387DF-8E14-4B6A-

BF1A-D9EEE68DB184}&ServiceInstUID={CC9C5A84-F18-4107-8C61-52D130D4B44E}>, acesso em 31 de maio 

de 2012. 


